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MSPCJ Wins A Ford Foundation Grant 
By George Grider 

 
 Recently the MSPJC was awarded a $15,000 grant 
from the Ford Foundation, to be funded this fall.  The 
grant was solicited and won by MSPJC board member 
Amy Livingston, a philosophy major at University of 
Memphis. How did she do it, was a question heard 
around the office and across the phone lines. 
 Last fall a fellow student activist who knew Amy from 
her work with the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), 
the Florida farm worker union, contacted Amy.  The CIW 
cohort told Amy that the Ford Foundation was looking for 
student activists for a project, and wondered if she’d be 
interested in attending a conference to be held in New 
York City. Amy said yes, and said she would be 
representing the Mid-South Peace and Justice Center.  
 The conference lasted three days, and was made up 
of about 35 invitees, most working on labor and 
environmental issues. 
 “We sat at a round table and it soon became clear I 
was one of the only ones from the South,” Amy recalls. 
“Most were from progressive communities. I had a totally 
different story. People were shocked at what I said about 
the police trying to shut us down on campus, and about 
the general hostility we faced.” 
  No definite plans were made, but in February, -b5 
2004 Amy was invited to return to New York. This time 
the group had been cut to 15 participants. Again they 
discussed ways they would like to continue their 
activism. They were each invited to submit a one-page 
proposal. 
   In May the phone call came from her New York 
contact. Based on the proposal Amy wrote with co-
activists Allan Lummus and Felicia Elam, MSPJC was 
selected as one of four submitters to receive the grant. 
The grant will be split evenly for the Center’s work on 
voter registration, living wage, and peace education.  
 Amy confesses her attachment to America’s most 
international city. She spent spring break there visiting 
her friends, and hopes one day to make New York her 
home. “I’ve fallen in love completely,” she says.  
 Until that time comes, Amy plans to 
continue with her Southern style of activism. As she 
puts it, “doing the good work we do at the Peace 
and Justice Center. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help is needed right now for the Global 
Goods Store. Friday evenings 6-9 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday 10-3.  Call 
the Center (725-4990) to volunteer. 

Amy Livingston MSPJC  
Board member 
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Notes from the Chair 
 

 The center is entering an exciting stage.  We have 
received the promise of the first major grant in a long 
while.  We are reestablishing our relationship with 
Community Shares the progressive United Way like 
organization.  Our interns and volunteers have 
developed a grant application template that will allow 
us to apply for multiple funding sources with great 
ease.   
 Our monthly community potlucks have become a 
great way for volunteers can get together and share 
food and fellowship every second Friday night.  We 
have filled the board with fine dedicated people from 
diverse backgrounds and beliefs.   
 In our Peace and Global Justice Committee, we 
have instituted a monthly peace and justice forum 
series.  We plan to visit the Y12 plant in Oak Ridge and 
participate in a weekend of nonviolence training and 
action (see page 3). Through the Committee we have 
supported public protests in collaboration with other 
community groups reminding us all of the importance of 
the anniversary of the Iraq war, gay rights, and of 
Israel’s occupation of Palestine.  
 In the Living Wage Coalition, we have worked in 
collaboration with dozens of religious, community and 
labor organizations to create a local living wage 
ordinance that will lift many of our community out of 
economic dependency to financial independence.   
 Our voter registration initiative has grown into full-
fledged program under the direction of Josh Low.  Not 
only are they registering many low wage workers in 
Memphis, they have identified a major flaw in 
Tennessee’s registration program:  no Spanish 
language forms. 
  

 

 

 Josh initiated a process that is creating Spanish 
language forms for TN (with the assistance of 
Highlander Center and Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition).  I think this is an 
invaluable service to our community that needs to be 
highlighted.  Thank you, Josh, for making this 
happen! 
 We have more plans for the coming months.  
One is a new P&J logo that Michael Schmidt of the 
University of Memphis is creating.  Another is a 
series of house parties, as a method of community 
building and fundraising.  People will invite their 
friends over for food, fun, information about the 
Center’s activities, and raise some money.   You can 
help in one of three ways:  

1. Organize these events  
2. Host a party at your house   
3. Invite friends to a house in your 

neighborhood. 
 This will be an exciting year.  Join the P&J 
community in making Memphis the kind of place we 
all want it to be.    
 Shalom.  

                                              - Allan Lummus   
 

Collaborators—Theirs and Ours 
 

 No doubt Saddam Hussein was a cruel and 
ruthless dictator.  But no one, however cruel, can rule 
a country for decades without the assistance of a 
large number of people.  Hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis collaborated to keep millions of other Iraqis 
under control.  Some did it because they liked to 
share in the power.  Others wanted a piece of the 
profit.  A few took sadistic pleasure in creating 
suffering.  Many of these collaborators, no doubt, 
assisted the process of tyranny because they feared 
what would happen if they didn’t. 
 There is no doubt, anymore, that the U.S. war 
against Iraq is a huge, tragic, murderous mistake. 
And yet, as rationale after rationale falls away, 
millions of Americans continue to support the war.  
Some sincerely believe in an American Empire on 
which the sun never sets.  Others, more cynically, are 
in it for the profit to be made in rebuilding Iraq.  A few 
take pleasure in causing others to suffer, like the 
American guard at Abu Graib prison who said, “I love 
to make a grown man [humiliate] himself.”  Many of 
our own collaborators, no doubt, are so deeply 
involved in the war process that they fear the 
consequences if they don’t go along with it. 
 A war, like a dictatorship, relies on a critical mass 
of support.  Whatever the past, the only decent, 
humane course now is to withdraw that support. 
 

Congratulations  
Janice Vanderhaar! 

 
Janice was selected as one of the  

“50 Women Who Make A Difference”
by Memphis Woman Magazine.  
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Lawson to Keynote Gandhi 
Conference 

 
 Rev. James Lawson is coming to Memphis to 
give the keynote address at the First Annual 
Gandhian Nonviolence Conference, to be held 
October 8-9, 2004.  The Conference, around the 
theme “Teaching to Practice Nonviolence: 
Perspectives from Academics and Activists,” is 
being presented by the National Civil Rights 
Museum, the National Conference for Community 
and Justice, and the M.K. Gandhi Institute for 
Nonviolence, and hosted by Christian Brothers 
University and Rhodes College.  The Mid-South 
Peace and Justice Center is a conference co-
sponsor.  Rev. Lawson is a long-time peace 
activist, advisor to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a 
former Memphis pastor, and an internationally 
known nonviolence advocate.  Conference 
registration fees are low, especially for students 
and seniors.  For information, contact the Gandhi 
Institute at 452-2824, or e-mail 
gandhiconference@yahoo.com. 

-G.V.

This newsletter is the collaboration of 
Gerry Vanderhaar, George Grider, and 
Allan Lummus.  Printed by unionized labor 
at Diamond Printing Company. 

Preparing for Oak Ridge 
 
 Our Peace and Global Justice Committee 
is supporting the demonstrations that will bring 
hundreds to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, from all 
over the country on August 6-8 in a “Stop the 
Bombs” campaign.  At the Y-12 plant in Oak 
Ridge the government is rebuilding the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal one warhead at a time.  These 
new nuclear weapons will be certified reliable 
for the next 120 years.  The U.S. has 
unilaterally withdrawn from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile treaty, a forty-year-old safeguard 
against nuclear proliferation.  Peace people 
feel that with these genocidal weapons enough 
is already way too much.  Rev. Ralph 
Hutchison, Director of the Oak Ridge 
Environmental Peace Alliance (OREPA), and 
two other staff people presented these and 
other chilling facts at the forum the Peace and 
Justice Center co-sponsored with Pax Christi 
on May 6.  For information about the August 6-
8 action, contact OREPA at 
www.stopthebombs.org.  

-G.V.

Listservs 
mspjc-events@riseup.net 

peaceandjustice-discussion@riseup.net 
 
To subscribe click on email links on home 
page midsouthpeace.org 
 

Weblog 
To access click on “weblog” from the 
Center’s homepage.  
 
New feature: Give feedback using 
“Comment” on the blog! 
midsouthpeace.org/blogspot.com 

Peace and Justice Center Board 
Alcine Arnett 

Neighborhood Covenant of Orange Mound 
Omar Badder 

SUSTAIN Activist 
Doug Eddy 
 News and Letters Committees youth 

correspondent 
Felicia Elam 

Activist and writer 
Sandy Furrh 
 Counselor, Healthquest 
George Grider, Treasurer 
 Veterans for Peace 
Lawrence Jordon, PhD 

Biomedical  Engineer, 
UT Health Science Center  

Amy Livingston 
U of Memphis student organizer 

Allan Lummus, PhD, Chair 
Medical Researcher,  
UT Health Science Center 

Terry Moon 
News and Letters Committees 
correspondent 

Ceylon Mooney 
Voices in the Wilderness 

Anna Mullins 
Women’s Action Coalition 

Julie Rogers 
Activist/Scholar Global Justice Organizer 

Steve Tammelleo, Secretary 
Global Justice Organizer & Police LIason 

 



 
 
 
 
 
   

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memphis Votes 
 
 Memphis Votes, the new name for the voter 
registration efforts, is up and running. We have 
made contact with the League of Women Voters,  
the NAACP, the Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC), and several 
churches about getting involved in Memphis Votes. 
Valery Krieg and I have worked hard getting 
materials together for the drive. 
 Voter registration is vital to empowering  our 
citizens. Despite the importance of political 
participation and the so-called Motor Voter Law, at 
least 52,000 people in Shelby County are not 
registered to vote. The state of Tennessee also 
does not have a Spanish language voter 
registration form. TIRRC and the MSPJC are 
working to translate instructions into Spanish to 
encourage Latino voter registration.  
 We are already registering people. Memphis 
Votes is tabling at the National HIV Testing Day 
events in Memphis. Valery is registering people at 
Rhodes College. Memphis Votes is also working on 
other events. If you would like to register people to 
vote, please contact the Center at 901-725-4990 or 
email us at center@midsouthpeace.org 
 

-Joshua Low
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June Forum  “Globalization:  
Facts and Fantasies” 

 
 On June 4, Tom Cordaro, author and 
educator from the Chicago area, was the 
principal speaker at our forum at the union 
hall of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers.  He described how 
globalization has expanded connections 
around the world in ways never before 
possible to the human race and can be a 
force for understanding and harmony.  But in 
its economic form, globalization has fostered 
a plundering of the earth’s resources and 
destruction of the environment to increase 
profits, especially for transnational 
corporations, resulting in increased disparity 
of wealth between the rich and the poor.   
The Peace and Justice Center co-sponsored 
this forum with the Memphis chapter of Pax 
Christi. 

- G.V.

Prisoner of Conscience Seeks 
Visitors 

 Michael Poulin, from Washington State, is 
serving a 27 month sentence at the Federal 
Correctional Institute in Memphis for an act of 
protest against U.S. imperialism and 
consumerism.  Last fall Michael, a energetic 
62-year-old, loosened some bolts on electrical 
towers in Washington, Oregon and California.  
His purpose was not to bring the towers down, 
but to call attention to our need to live very 
differently and to stop our government’s quest 
for Empire, which he called “obscene.”  His 
was a pure act of civil disobedience, for which 
he is now in Memphis’ federal prison 2,500 
miles from his home.  Michael knows no one 
here, but would like to connect with peace and 
justice folks.  Writing to him to get on his 
visitors’ list is the first step: Michael Poulin    
14793-097 Shelby-B    P.O. Box 34550    
Memphis, TN  38184-0550.  Driving out I-40 
and taking the Sycamore View exit to FCI 
Memphis is next.  Visiting the federal lock-up 
here is a worthwhile experience.  So is 
supporting a conscientious objector to 
imperialism. 

- G.V.

Financial Independence 
 
 The Living Wage Coalition’s Mothers Day 
Rally attracted over 150 people and coverage by 
three television news stations.  Unions, Church 
groups and low wage workers affected by our 
Living Wage ordinance were in attendance.  
Presently the city attorney is reviewing the 
ordinance.  We think that the ordinance will be 
ready for its first reading by the end of summer or 
very early fall.  Keep up to date by joining our 
email lists and website:  midsouthpeace.org. 
 
Action:  In honor of Independence Day, we are 
asking all P&J supporters to write and call your 
city council representatives in July.  Demand 
financial independence for all city workers, 
workers for companies that receive contracts or 
tax abatements from the city.  Go to our website, 
to find out who are your representatives and how 
to contact them. 
midsouthpeace.org/living.html 

-A.L.
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Sr. Jean Ackerman, 
OP 

Carolyn Adcock 

Barbara Jo Allard 

Ray & Julia Allen 

Geri Alvis 

David Appleby 

H. Dix Archer 

Mari Askew 

Rev. John Atkinson 

Hattie Austin 

John Austin 

Pan Awsumb 

Stoy Bailey 

CB Baker 

Scott & Amy Banbury 

Lorenzo Banks 

Nabil Bayakly 

Battle Beasley 

Pat Beech 

John Beifuss 

Susanne Benson 
Darnell 

Ray Berthiaume 

Jerry & Judy Bettice 

William & Annette 
Bickers 

Carole Blackburn 

Michael Blankenship 

Irvin & Nancy Bogatin 

Noah Bond 

Harriet Boone 

Pam & Frank Bradley 

Claude & Astrid 
Braganza 

Mary Alice Brake 

Peggy Branch 

Robert & Jane Brawley 

Paul & Beverly Brown 

Rose Merry Brown 

Peggy Buckman 

Tom & Ann Buggey 

Lila Beth Burke 

Sonia & Bill Burnett 

Dr. Bill Byrne 

Joan Byrne, RSM 
 

Jean Campbell 

Judy Card 

Rev. Alphonso Carew 

Anne Carriere 

Marius Carriere 

Mary Jo Grail & Don 
Carson 

Fr. Paul Casper, SCJ 

Sister Nic 
Catrambone, BVM 

Pat Cavanaugh 

Becky Chappell 
 

Bertha & Marvin Ching 

Michael & Mary 
Chiozza 

Vincent & Bridget 
Ciaramitaro 

David & Carol Ciscel 

Michael S. Clark 

Steve Cohen 

Fran & Wade Collier 

Judge John P. Colton 

Lynn Conlee 

Cheryl Cornish 

Rev. Richard Cortese 

Denise Cox 

Margaret Craddock 

Dr. Thomas Crenshaw 

Rev. Senter Crook 

Dr. Ray & Marilyn 
Curle 

Ms Barbara Daush 

Mildred Davidson 

Francis Dichtel 

Walter & Ann Diggs 

Bernice Donald 

Fred Donato 

Jim & Shelley Douglas 

Donald Louis Edwards 

Dan and Cher Ellis 

Nikki Elrod 

Dr. Rex J. & Nan 
Enoch 

Georgianna 
Ensminger 
 

Michael & Carolyn 
Epps 

Diana Fedinec 

Ruben Ferroll 
Richard Fields 

Drs. Lawrence & 
Yvonne Madlock 
Gray Mathews 
Pack Mathews 
Audrey May 
Jim Maynard 
Lorna McClusky 
Janet McCord 
Margaret Metz 
Terry Moon 
Tyrone Moore 
J Herbert Nelson 
Beverly Nicholson 
Mike Parnell 
Susan Penn 

Robert & Dorothy 
Pugh 

Raymond Puzio 
Lee Ragsdale 
Mrs. Brooks Ramsey 
Linda Ratieri 
Betsy Reeder 
Kathleen Richardson 
Mary Ruth Robinson 
Linda Ross 
Rev. Jean Rowe 
Ethel Sampson 
Any San Pedro 
Bill Sanders 
Kathryn Schreiber 
Anne Shafer 
Jane Sharpe 
Mary Ann Shaw 

John & Estelle 
Sheahan 

Jen Yancey & Dan 
Siegel 

Manuel Soto-Viera 
David Spangler 

John & Mary Ann 
Spence 

Patricia Spence 

Sr. Pauline & Sr.  
Maris Stella 
Rev. Roy Stauffer 
Marjorie E Steakley 
Mary Dell Steiner 
 

Harriet &  Dr. Tom 
Stern 
Gina Sugarmon 

Thank you, all our recent financial supporters. 

 
 
 
If you  
find the 
cause of 
the P&J 
center 
worthy, 
send  
your 
financial 
support 
to the 
center.  
Your 
financial 
assist-
ance  
will 
sustain 
pro-
grams 
like 
Memphis 
Votes, 
Living 
Wage, 
Peace 
and 
Global 
Justice.  
You can 
also  
visit our 
website 
to  
donate  
to the 
center 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

David Flaum 

Randy Flowers 

Sarah Flowers 

Dorothy Floyd 

James Foreman 

Janis Foster 

Susan Foster 

Barbara & Robert 
Frankle 
 

Jerre & Anne  
Freeman 

Sandy Furrh 

Arun & Sunanda 
Gandhi 

Rev. Rick Gantert 

Alice & Dr. Alan 
Garner 

Peter Gathje 

Dr. Thomas 
Gettelfinger 

Tandy Gilliland 

Minna Glenn 

Kate Gooch 

April Goode 

Paul Gray 

Rabbi Micah 
Greenstein 

Sr. M.B. Gregory, OP

Regina Grehan, RSM

George & Beverly 
Grider 

Rev. Val Handwerker

Diane Harder 

Rita & Alex Harris 

Bob Hayes 
 

Miriam & William 
Heine 
 

Sister Paula Merrill  
& Sister Margaret  
Held 

Sheri Herbers 

Kirby Hill 

Rev. W.C. Holmes 

Mr. & Mrs. Elmore 
Holmes III 

Elly Hood 
Linda House 
Eric & Ronda Huber 
Lori & Jeff Hudson 
Sr. Pat Huitt, SCN 
 

Stanley Hyland 

Bill Ingram 
Jeff & Kathleen Irwin 
Luther Ivory 
Bill & Elaine Jermann
Andre Johnson 
Dottie Jones 
Happy Jones 
Jameson Jones 

Lawrence & Caroline 
Jordan 
Rebekah Jordan 
Rev. James Jordan 
Lisa Jorgensen 
Michael Kelly 
Mike Kernell 
 

David & Betsy Kesler

Ginny King 
Georgia A. King 
Thomas Kirchberg 
Rev.Albert Kirk 

Dr. & Mrs. Morris 
Klass 

Knick & Sandy 
Knickerbocker 

Jim & Paula Kovarik 
Jane Kowalewski 
Reva Kriegel 
Nancy Kuhn 
Rev. Billy Kyles 
Larry Lacy 

Alyce & John Langley
Honore J. Lartigue 

Conrad & Johanne 
Lehfeldt 

Herbert & Leatrice 
Lester 
Rabbi Peter Light 
Peter Limper 
David Lindstrom 
J.N. Lindstrom 
Robert Llewellyn 
Rev. Fred Lofton 
Joshua Low 
Myron Lowery 
Allan Lummus 

Margaret & Floyd 
Lynch 

 

Curtiss Talley 
Steve Tammelleo 
Sr. Vivian Theissen 
Brad Thomas 
Rev. Frank Thomas 
James Thornton 
Clyde Tilley 

Nicole & George 
Treadwell 
Robert Truax 
 

Sybil &  
Donald Tucker 
Henry Turley 
Elaine Turner 
Fr. Dermot Twooney 
Bill & Laura van Tol 

Corrie & Trudy  
van Tol 

Gerry & Janice 
Vanderhaar 
Margaret Vandiver 
Jean Varnell 

Joan Laney & Billy 
Vaughn 
John & Ellen Vergos 
Joan & Jim Vitale 
Tom Vogel 
Rev. Gayle Walker 

Randolph Meade 
Walker 
Rev. William Warren 
Lisa Wartinger 

Robin & David  
Waters 
Elton Watlington 
Kurt & Rose Weil 

Rev. Kenneth  
Whalum 
Ruby & A.C. Wharton
Anne & John Whirley 
Mahaffey White 

Rev. Gregory 
Wilkerson 

Robert & Nancy 
Williams 

Archie & Alicia Willis 
Judy & Fred Wimmer

Celeste Wray 
Jocelyn Wurzburg 

Fr. John Young 
 

Robert & Carol 
Zachary  
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Peace and Justice Calendar 
Every Wed   Women in Black 
Every Sat Gay Rights Demo 
Jul 9       Community Potluck 
Jul 22 MSPJC Board Meeting 
Aug 5 Peace Committee 
Aug 6-8  Oak Ridge Nuclear Protest 
Aug 13 Community Potluck  
Aug 17 Nuclear Forum 
Aug 22 Yard Sale 
Aug 26 MSPJC Board Meeting 
Sept TBA Sept 11th War on Terror Forum 
Oct TBA Debt, AIDS, Trade & Africa Forum 

Demand Justice, Now! 

Yard Sale Aug 22!  Bring your 
unwanted stuff to the Center.  We will 
help you simplify your life by taking 
your clutter from you.
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Return Service Requested 

Open Letter To 2004 Graduates: 
  
When I graduated from high school four years ago, a recruiter would call my home every few weeks, to 
ask me to join the military. I was looking at Army ROTC for a way to pay for college. I even applied to the 
military academies. I had been the nearly perfect JROTC cadet for fours years.  I had been on the Rifle 
Team, the Raider Team, Orienteering, and the Drill Team. My JROTC battalion was ranked in the top five 
percent of all JROTC battalions on our annual inspection. However, I would not say the Pledge of 
Allegiance outside of the JROTC classroom, and I was probably thought to be a socialist.  
  
You gradyates probably are getting those same phone calls that I got four years ago. Recruiters may be 
visiting your home, your school, taking you out to dinner, or even throwing concerts.  Why do they want to 
recruit you? Can you really be an “Army of One”?   
  
It seems that the military is the country’s largest job training and college funding program.  You may very 
well learn to be a truck mechanic, but do you want to be a truck mechanic with people shooting at you? 
The reality of the military is that you will be sent anywhere in the world they want to send you. You may be 
asked where you want to go, but somehow I think there is a difference between Germany and Iraq.  
  
If you join, you will most likely head to either Iraq or Afghanistan. Are you ready for that? Are you ready for 
people trying to kill you? Are you ready to have to kill other people? If you see prisoner abuse or other 
abuses of people, are you going to be able to stop them? You are only a private, maybe a PFC… 
  
The United States is bombing houses and mosques. Are you going to serve? Are you going to let your 
friends serve?  

-Joshua Low
 

Has your contact info changed?  Send your 
new address, email, or phone number to the 
center in the enclosed envelope. 


